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Exegesis of Galatians 3:13-14

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree;

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Galatians 3:13-14

This passage was actually the first I ever “exegeted.” The structure of this passage falls naturally into “points” that fit into a teaching outline by simply answering the basic journalistic questions, “Who?” “What?” “How?” “Why?”

1. Who did it? “Christ”

Jesus Christ. He’s the only one qualified to do what needed to be done. The God-man, the only sinless man.

2. What did Jesus do? “hath redeemed”

a. Gk. [exagorasen] from “ek”—out of, and “agora”—the market (in this case the slave market). In other words, Christ paid the complete price to secure my freedom from slavery (to sin, sickness, defeat, fear, etc.).

b. Past tense. Jesus has ALREADY done all that is necessary. We are not waiting for God to finally someday address our situation. God has already addressed our situation through Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.

3. Who did Jesus “redeem”? “us”

a. Every human being has been “paid for.” Everyone hasn’t received it personally yet, but the provision has been made for all.


b. If “us” has been “redeemed,” then I have been redeemed.

3. What did Jesus “redeem” us from? “the curse of the law”


a. This is the “curse” pronounced by the law (“Torah”).


b. Deut. 28:15-66


c. This “curse” includes poverty, sickness, premature death, slavery, etc.

4. How did Jesus “redeem” us? “by being made a curse for us”


a. see Deut. 21:23


b. see II Cor. 5:21

5. Why did Jesus “redeem” us?


1. “that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles (nations)”


2. “that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

a. This includes BOTH the promise of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit (Lk. 24:49; Acts 2:39), AND all that the Holy Spirit (through God’s Word) has promised to those who love and serve Jesus Christ.



b. The issue is not on God “giving” but on man “receiving.”



c. Everything we get from God, we receive “by faith.”
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