Finding and Fulfilling Your Ministry

Part 2

Text: Ephesians 4

Never forget that in his epistles (letters), Paul is writing to specific LOCAL churches. His statements must be understood in this context.

I.
YOU have call (invitation) from God to Ministry (Service to Jesus)!

But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

Ephesians 4:7


A.
Everyone has a “place” to fill.

B. God has given you “grace” to fill your “place.”

C. Your “ministry” is part of HIS “ministry.”

1. “Measure” (me>tron) – a portion to be taken up whilest dividing.

2. We are called to fulfill our portion of Christ’s Ministry!

II.
Right relationship to Spiritual Authority is essential to fulfilling your “place.”

11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

Ephesians 4:11-12

A. Contrast “he gave SOME” in verse 11, with verse 7, “unto EVERY ONE of us.”

B. The purpose of the “Five-fold Ministry.”

1.
To “perfect” (equip) the saints for the work of (their) ministry, which will result in the edifying of the Body.

2.
“Perfecting” (katartismo<n) – a medical term referring to the setting of a bone. In other words, putting in place (or restoring to place) what is not in place; Equipping.

3. We will not be able to get in “place” or properly fulfill our “place” apart from right relationship to those over us in the Lord.

C.
Being properly equipped and set in “place” by those in Spiritual Authority over us in the Lord will result in:

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and from, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

Ephesians 4:13-15

1. The local church in unity.

2. The local church walking in the “knowledge” of the Son of God.

a. “Knowledge” (ejpignw>sewv) – personal, experiential knowledge.

b. Growth in experiencing all the benefits of Redemption.

c. Growth in accepting our responsibilities as children of God.

3. The local church fulfilling its (unique) “measure” of Christ’s stature.

4. Believers within the local church no longer acting like children.

5. Doctrinal stability to combat deception and error.

6. Growth in the Love walk within the local church.

7. Demonstrable measurable growth in every area within the local church.

III.
It is only as we connect with others in the context of the local church that we will be able to find and fulfill our “ministry” and our destiny!

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:16

A. You will never fulfill the Purpose of God alone!

1. The “effectual working” (ejne>rgeian) in the “measure” (me>trw|) of every individual PART, can ONLY be released to edify the Body through “JOINTS” (where two “parts” are connected).

2. It is love’s “connection” that releases the “supply.”

B.
When we are properly “connected,” we will BUILD the Body, not tear it apart.
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