Finding and Fulfilling Your Ministry

Part 1

1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:1-3

* Never forget that Paul is writing to a specific LOCAL Church! His statements must be understood in this context.*

I.
Walk worthy of your calling (verse 1).

A. Paul identified himself as “prisoner of the Lord.”

1.
Paul is referring to more than simply being physically under arrest.

2.
Paul is a “prisoner” to the Purpose of God. He has identified God’s Plan and has committed himself to it.

B. Paul said, “I beseech you…”

1.
Beseech (parakalw~) – PLEASE; the literal etymology is “to call alongside.”

2.
Nobody will ever fully do the Will of God alone!

3. We must “come alongside” our brothers and sisters, under those that God has placed over us in the Lord.

4. The first three chapters of Ephesians have primarily been doctrinal. The last three chapters are primarily practical.

5. We must make the commitment to move from doctrine to practice!

C. “Walk worthy…”

1.
The word “walk” indicates a process – step by step. We are in the process of discovering, identifying and “walking out” what God has called us to be and do.

2.
Worthy (axi>wv) – this is an adverb and should be translated “worthily.” (The Blood of Jesus has made us “worthy” and we are not “worthy” apart from His Blood) It means “to bring up the other beam of the scales in order to produce balance.”

3. Our “walk” should match our “talk.”

4. Our CHARACTER should match our CHARISMA!

5. The foundation key to longevity in ministry is not “anointing” but CHARACTER (this is what verse 2 is all about)!

D. “Of [your] vocation…”

1.
Vocation (klh>sewv) – calling; also invitation.

2.
Every single believer has been “CALLED.”

3. You have not only been “invited” to “salvation” but also to SERVICE!

4. YOU have a function to perform in the Body of Christ (the LOCAL Church – remember Paul’s context).

5. God does not reward “titles” or “anointings.” God rewards faithfulness (see I Cor. 4:2).

6. “God does not reward how much you do, but whether you did what He called you to do.” – Pastor John Osteen
7. “Get on your face, find your place, and run your race.”

– Pastor Mark Hankins
8. Be willing to allow God to “shuffle the deck” and reposition you. Don’t be “territorial” about some position.

II.
Keep your heart right, especially during seasons of transition and change (verse 2).


A.
Paul identified a right heart attitude.

1. Lowliness (tapeinofrosu>nhv) – humility; acc. to one source, characterized by absolute dependence upon God.

2. Meekness (prao>thtov) – gentleness; acc. to Trench, “that temper of spirit in which we accept [God’s] dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing.

3. Longsuffering (makroqumi>av) – the ability to be patient with the weaknesses of other people; acc. to one source, “being lenient toward others even when self-vindication may appear justified.”

4. Forbearing (aneco>menoi) – to bear with; tolerate; accept; have patience with.

a.
Acc. to Wuest, “forbearing” is given in explanation of “longsuffering.”

Wilson
…sustaining each other in Love…

Norlie

…put up with one another in love…

JBP

…making allowances for one another…

b.
“We often tend to judge others by their actions but judge ourselves by our motives.” – Dr. Ed Cole

B.
A right heart attitude is necessary for “unity” in the Local Church.

1. Lowliness – toward SELF.

2. Meekness – toward GOD.

3. Longsuffering – toward OTHERS.

III.
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit…” (verse 3)


A.
Prerequisites to “Unity.”

1. Let God position you in the body as HE wills (I Cor. 12:18).

2. Joyfully fulfill with a right heart attitude, whatever God has you doing now.

3. Verse 1-2 set the conditions for verse 3.

a.
Do what God has called YOU to do.

b. Do it with the right attitude (no jealousy and no competitiveness or being “territorial”).

c. The Church will maintain “Unity!”

B.
“In the bond of peace.”

1. “Bonding” indicates “RELATIONSHIP.”

2. “Peace” indicates cooperation, not competition.
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